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     Staff Senate Meeting Minutes 
     November 9, 2006 
 
Members Present:  Paul Bixby, Donald Blagg, Renee Clay, Forest Denger, Scott Fendley, Nancy Fondren, 
Gerald Golden, Kenley Haley, Angela Hand, Ronnie Lane, Jeremy McAtee, Bruce McNully, Dianne Melahn, 
Javene Mounce, Autumn Parker, Michele Payne, Felisha Perrodin, Diane Reynolds, David Schmid, Teresa 
Scott, Barbara Taylor, Liz Williams and Susan Yell. 
 
Members Absent:  Candy Erbe, Leanna Foshe, Eric Linson and Janet Walker. 
 
I. The meeting was called to order by chair, Bruce McNully at 9:30am. 
II. A motion was made, seconded and approved to adopt the agenda as presented. 
III. A motion was made, seconded and approved to adopt the meeting minutes as presented. 
IV. Recognition - Employee of the Quarter (1st Quarter)    Professional/Nonfaculty Academic - 
Malcolm McNair, Director of Alumni Relations, Law School                                                            
Professional/Nonfaculty - Administrative - Gail Piha, Assistant Vice-Provost, Graduate School                                                                              
Secretarial/Clerical - Barbara Fincher, Secretary I, Housing Technical/Paraprofessional - Donna 
Johnson, Library Supervisor I, Mullins Library                                                                                                         
Skilled Crafts/Service/Maintenance - Tammy Bayley, Custodial Worker II, Housing. 
V. Announcement  - Bruce McNully 
Carla Gray resigned from Staff Senate due to work complications. 
VI. Standing Committees 
a. Legislative - Candidate reception went well.  Carla did a good job at planning the event.  
There weren’t any gubernatorial candidates but some local candidates attended. Bruce will 
send out thank you letters to the co-sponsors of the reception.  ASEA – Arkansas State 
Employee Association and American Federation State, County, and Municipal Employees. 
b. Internal Affairs – Paul Bixby. Met with the task force on Inclement Weather and discussed 
Facilities Management Inclement Weather Policy.  One of the major problems with the 
University is communication.  
c. Scholarship – Kenley Haley.  No Report 
d. Awards – Candy Erbe. (Not Present) Staff Senate is accepting nominations for Team awards.  
They are due December 15, 2006. 
e. Finance – Scott Fendley.   The Finance committee will meet every 1st and 3rd Wednesday of 
the month.  The committee needs a budget from each committee for next year.  The Staff 
Senate budget is due in Dr. Pedersen’s office in January 2007.  Scott will send a 
recommendation to the by-laws for the structure of the Finance Committee.  Scott will 
propose for half of the committee members be newly appointed and the other half to be 
members who were on the committee before.  
f. Communications – Felisha Perrodin.  Thanked everyone who participated in the Health and 
Benefits Fair.  During the Fair, Staff Senate gave out cards with each Senator’s name and 
email address on them.  The card also gave directions to signing up for the Staff Senate 
listserv.   The committee will meet November 10, 2006 regarding website transition.     
g. Elections – Dianne Melahn.  Due to Carla Gray resigning there is a seat open in the Staff 
Senate.  Bruce McNully will contact Dr. Brazzell’s office to see if someone in her Division 
will volunteer to be on the Staff Senate. 
h. Safety – Ronnie Lane. Will meet once they receive the recommendations from the Inclement 
Weather Task Force to see if there are any safety concerns.  There were safety concerns with 
the sidewalk coming from the Harmon parking deck and for the Walton College of Business 
employees who walk up the hill. There is need to put up more signs for the crosswalks near 
the Business College. 
i. Parking and Transit – Forest Denger Received the completed parking surveys from employees 
at the Health and Benefits Fair.  The issue with parking in the pit came up.  Could employees 
park in the deck next to the Arkansas Union when the pit is being utilized by the University 
for Special Events?  Forest gave out the survey to the Staff Senate to pass around to their 
constituents. 
j. Employee of the Quarter – Susan Yell. See section IV.  The committee is looking to purchase 
a digital camera.   
 
VII. Ad Hoc Committees 
A. By-laws – Need volunteers to be on the committee.  Per Chair, Bruce McNcully 
would like one person from the Finance and Picnic Committee to be on the 
committee. 
B. Fringe Benefits – Kenley Haley. No Report 
C. Picnic – Eric Linson (Not present).   The picnic will be held on May 18, 2007.  
Eric is currently working on the picnic manual for future references. 
VIII. Old Business 
A. Benefits Fair – Report (See section VI letter E) 
B. ChooseWell Program – Paul Bixby passed out a resolution to encourage 
Qualchoice participants on this campus to participate in the ChooseWell Personal 
Health Assessment.  After discussion a motion was made, second and approved to 
accept the resolution with corrections. 
IX. New Business 
A. Holiday paid leave for December holiday schedule is as follows:    
December 22, 2006 Christmas Eve 
December 25, 2006 Christmas Day 
December 26, 2006 In lieu of Veteran’s Day 
December 27, 2006 In lieu of employee’s birthday 
December 28, 2006 Charged to annual leave** 
December 29, 2006 Charged to annual leave** 
January 1, 2007 New Year’s Day 
  Employees who do not wish to use annual leave on December 28  
  and December 29 may make up the time by working extra hours 
  during the early part of December. 
 
B. Meeting Maker- Bruce McNully, chair discussed getting a generic meeting maker 
set up for the chair.  Bruce will put in a request to the finance committee. The 
initial cost for the Meeting Maker license is $45.00 and $15.00 for renewal.   
C. There was a discussion in regards to setting up a generic Staff Senate chair, vice-
chair and secretary email account and opening up a listserv strictly for Staff 
Senators. A motion was made, seconded and approved to have the email set-up.   
X. Other Business 
A. Announcements  - Gary Smith 
1. Completed Lot 38 – added 36 faculty/staff parking and Lot 52 and Lot 67 will 
extend meter time to 8:00pm starting January 1, 2007. 
2. If any staff members of the UA have a motorcycle, they must purchase a 
motorcycle permit and park in the motorcycle parking spaces. 
        
B. Announcements – Dr. Barbara Taylor 
1. Thanked Staff Senate for their involvement in the Health and Benefits Fair.   
2. Open enrollment in health and Dental insurance has started for employees the 
last day of open enrollment is December 15, 2006. Spectara will be the new 
vision provider.  The premium is about half of what VSP offered.  If employees 
do not wish to sign up for the vision insurance, Qualchoice will cover one eye 
exam a year.  Long Term Care open enrollment has started for employees, also.  
There aren’t any changes to the retiree health premium in January; it may 
change in June.   
3. Classification Study - Beth Arbuthnot is in Little Rock At a meeting concerning  
the proposed new classification and compensation plan. 
 
 
Meeting Adjourned 11:07am 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Angela Davis 
